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Sheshenk or Shishak founded the 22nd Dynasty
after the death of Psusennes II. He was a successful
military adventurer of Libyan descent who shifted
his capital from Tanis to Bubastis. For over a cen-
tury the kingdom of Egypt had been governed from
two centres by two monarchs. Sheshenk at once
joined the two crowns and terminated the theocratic
rule by appointing his son as High-Priest. Sheshenk's
triumphant march into Palestine was recorded on the
walls of Karnak. The great Solomon was his senior
contemporary in Palestine and Sheshenk awaited
his opportunity which afforded itself five years after
the death of that Jewish potentate. This was almost
an attempt to revive the west Asian Egyptian Empire,
Another attempt was made by his son Osorkon I, the
successor of Sheshenk. The expedition was over-
whelmed and the attempt proved singularly abortive.
The rest of the kings of the family were mere names-
One of them, Osorkon II, however, is credited to have
built a magnificent 'Festival Hall ' at Bubastis to
commemorate his Sed festival. During his rule a new
danger threatened Egypt. The Assyrians were build-
ing up their great empire and while their king Shal-
maneser was measuring swords with his opponents
' at Karkar, he sent a trepidation through his Egyptian
contemporaries and annexed Syria and Palestine.
The 23rd Dynasty was contemporary with the
22nd from about 850 B. c. The two houses fought a
war which ended in the defeat of the former. The
23rd Dynasty had its capital at Thebes. After some
time the kingdom north of Siut split into a dozen or
more principalities and the rulers of the important ones
assumed regal titles. They were all princes of the
Bubastite family. In course of time an independent
prince of Libyan descent and holding the region on
the western border of the desert soon got ascendancy
over all of them. This was TMhakht who soon con-
quered the entire Delta, and, establishing himself at